[A project to improve the screening rate of pap smear for cervical cancer].
The incidence of cervical cancer in Taiwan is high and ranks as the seventh highest in the world. However, only 28.4% of the women in Kaohsiung underwent Pap smear screening. Ironically, the screening rate for female patients in our hospital was even lower at 13.2%. As medical staff in a public, community hospital, we have the responsibility to promote the health of our residents. The aim of this project was to increase the Pap smear screening rate to 28.0% in our community. The prior data analysis revealed that the low rate of Pap smear screening was related to inadequate information about the Pap smear, poor health knowledge among the women in this community, long processing time (50.86 +/- 5.88 minutes), inconvenient accessibility, and the lack of good explanation from our medical staff. The situation has significantly improved after we made adjustments including: providing an education program for women in our community, reduction of processing time, and convenient home services. The Pap smear screening rate increased from 13.2% to 28.4. The entire processing time was reduced to 20.48 +/- 2.28 minutes. We encourage women of all ages to take Pap smear tests regularly, which would be helpful for the prevention of cervical cancer.